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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

Deepwater Wind Block Island, LLC, a wholly owned indirect subsidiary of Deepwater Wind Holdings, 
LLC, proposes to develop the Block Island Wind Farm (BIWF), a 30-megawatt (MW) offshore wind 
farm located on average approximately 3 miles (mi) (4.8 kilometers [km])1 southeast of Block Island, 
Rhode Island. The BIWF will consist of five, 6-MW wind turbine generators (WTGs), a submarine cable 
interconnecting the WTGs (Inter-Array Cable), and a 34.5-kilovolt (kV) transmission cable from the 
northernmost WTG to an interconnection point on Block Island (Export Cable). In connection with the 
BIWF, Deepwater Wind Block Island Transmission, LLC, also a wholly owned indirect subsidiary of 
Deepwater Wind Holdings, LLC, proposes to develop the Block Island Transmission System (BITS), a 
34.5-kV alternating current (AC) bi-directional submarine transmission cable that will run up to 
approximately 21.8 miles (35.1 km) from Block Island to the Rhode Island mainland. The BITS will be 
capable of delivering power both to and from the Rhode Island mainland. 

Deepwater Wind Block Island, LLC will construct, own, and operate the BIWF. Deepwater Wind Block 
Island Transmission, LLC will develop and construct the BITS and will likely transfer ownership of the 
BITS to The Narragansett Electric Company d/b/a National Grid (TNEC)2. For purposes of this 
Environmental Report (ER), the two Deepwater Wind Holdings, LLC corporate entities associated with 
the development of the BIWF and BITS are collectively referred to as “Deepwater Wind.” Likewise, the 
BIWF and BITS are collectively referred to as “the Project.”  

The BIWF is located entirely within Rhode Island state territorial waters. The BIWF WTGs, Inter-Array 
Cable, and a portion of the Export Cable are located within the Rhode Island Renewable Energy Zone 
established by the Rhode Island Coastal Resources Management Council (CRMC). The offshore BITS 
cable is located within Rhode Island state territorial waters and in federal waters on the outer continental 
shelf (OCS). 

The Project will also include construction of one new substation (Block Island Substation) in the Town of 
New Shoreham on Block Island at the site of an existing power generation facility on property owned by 
the Block Island Power Company (BIPCO) The Block Island Substation will provide a point of 
interconnection for the power from the BIWF and will also be the point of interconnection for BITS on 
Block Island. The onshore portions of the BIWF and BITS cables on Block Island will be collocated 
along the same route to the Block Island Substation. The Block Island Substation will consist of two 
adjoining switchyards, one dedicated to the BIWF (BIWF Generation Switchyard) and the other dedicated 
to the BITS (BITS Island Switchyard). The Project will also include upgrades to the existing substation 
on the BIPCO property. The BITS will connect to the existing TNEC system on the Rhode Island 
mainland via a new switchyard (Narragansett Switchyard) located in Narragansett, Rhode Island. The 
proposed Narragansett Switchyard will be located on municipally owned land located the near the 
Narragansett Department of Public Works (DPW) maintenance facility in the Town of Narragansett, 
Rhode Island.  

Construction staging and laydown for the Project will occur within designated onshore construction areas 
and rights-of-way and at the Quonset Point port facility in North Kingstown, Rhode Island. No upgrades 
or alterations will be required at the Quonset Point port facility to support the Project. Deepwater Wind 

                                                            
1 Distances throughout the ER are provided as statute miles (mi) or nautical miles (nm) as appropriate, with kilometers in 
parentheses. For reference, 1 mi equals approximately 0.87 nm. 
2 National Grid is an international energy delivery company with its US headquarters in Waltham, Massachusetts. Through its 
subsidiaries, New England Power Company, Massachusetts Electric Company, Nantucket Electric Company, The Narragansett 
Electric Company, Boston Gas Company and Colonial Gas Company, National Grid provides electricity and natural gas to 
millions of customers in New England. 
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will lease existing office space and a storage yard close to a dock in the Point Judith area of Narragansett, 
Rhode Island for the Project’s Operation and Maintenance (O&M) facility. 

The BIWF is expected to generate approximately 125,500 megawatt-hours (MWh) each year once it is 
fully operational, supplying enough energy to power approximately 17,200 Rhode Island households 
(DOE EIA 2010). The BIWF will be capable of supplying the majority of Block Island’s electricity needs 
and will provide an alternative energy source to the diesel-fired generators that are currently used to 
power the Island. The BITS will export excess power from the BIWF to the Rhode Island mainland and 
will be capable of supplying power from the existing TNEC distribution system to Block Island. Block 
Island is not currently connected to the mainland electric grid. On June 30, 2010, Deepwater Wind and 
TNEC executed a power purchase agreement (PPA) for the sale of power from the BIWF to TNEC. The 
Rhode Island Public Utilities Commission (PUC) issued a written order on August 16, 2010 approving 
the PPA, which was upheld by the Rhode Island Supreme Court. 

Deepwater Wind has prepared this ER to support the environmental assessment under the National 
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA), as amended (42 USC 4321 et seq.), as well as the environmental 
analysis required as part of other federal, state, and local approvals and consultations for the Project. 

The Project components evaluated in this ER consist of construction, operation, and decommissioning of 
the following facilities: 

 A WTG Array that consists of five 6-MW WTGs spaced approximately 0.5 mi (0.8 km) apart. 

 A 34.5-kV, 2-mi (3.2 km) submarine cable system connecting the WTGs (Inter-Array Cable). 

 A 34.5-kV, 6.2-mi (10-km) Export Cable that connects the WTG Array to the BIWF Generation 
Switchyard located within a new substation on Block Island (Block Island Substation).  

 A 34.5-kV, 21.8-mi (35.1-km) BITS Cable to provide power to the Rhode Island mainland by 
interconnecting with TNEC’s 34.5-kV distribution system in Narragansett, and two switchyards 
at either end of the BITS: one on the BIPCO property on Block Island (BITS Island Switchyard 
within the new Block Island Substation) and one in Narragansett (the Narragansett Switchyard).  

 An O&M facility proposed to be located in the Point Judith area of Narragansett.  

The Project will be located an average of approximately 3 mi (4.8 km) southeast of Block Island, and over 
16 mi (25.7 km) south of the Rhode Island mainland. The state of Rhode Island, through the Rhode Island 
Ocean Special Area Management Plan (RI Ocean SAMP) process led by the CRMC, has invested 
considerable resources in conducting scientific studies necessary to determine which areas of coastal 
waters near Block Island are suitable for offshore wind development (Rhode Island Renewable Energy 
Zone).  

The location of the WTG Array within the Rhode Island Renewable Energy Zone reflects substantial 
efforts undertaken with the involvement of agencies and stakeholders to choose a site that minimizes the 
potential impact on natural resources (benthic ecology, birds, marine mammals, sea turtles, fisheries 
resources, and habitat) and existing human uses (commercial and recreational fishing, cultural and 
historic sites, recreation and tourism, marine transportation, navigation and infrastructure).  

Deepwater Wind has taken further action to design a Project that avoids, minimizes, or mitigates effects 
to environmental resources. The proposed Project represents four years of site-selection and consideration 
of alternative sites and operating parameters. The original project plan in 2009 included the installation of 
eight 3.6 MW WTGs. Deepwater Wind has refined its plan and is now proposing five 6-MW direct drive 
WTGs, which are the next generation of turbine technology. This reduction in the number of WTGs 
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improves the financial performance of the Project and minimizes the visual impacts, bottom disturbance, 
and other potential environmental effects. Additionally, Deepwater Wind’s jacket foundation technology 
allows for placement of WTGs in the deeper regions of Rhode Island State waters, which allows the 
Project to be located as far as possible offshore while still providing the State of Rhode Island with the 
benefits of a project located in state territorial waters. 

Deepwater Wind has completed thorough site-specific analyses and engaged in pre-application agency 
consultations and stakeholder outreach. The Project is not anticipated to result in significant adverse 
impacts on the environment due to the relatively small scale of the Project; the impact avoidance, 
minimization, and mitigation measures already adopted and proposed by Deepwater Wind in the siting 
and design of the Project; and the socioeconomic and air quality benefits of the Project. Table ES-1 
summaries the environmental resources evaluated in this ER, the potential impacts from the Project on 
each resource, and the avoidance, minimization, and mitigation measures undertaken and proposed by 
Deepwater Wind. 

Table ES-1 Potential Impacts and Avoidance, Minimization, and Mitigation Measures 

Resource Potential Impacts Avoidance, Minimization, and Mitigation Measures 

Physical 
Oceanography and 
Meteorology 

No effect to surrounding physical processes 
including circulation, flow patterns, stratification 
or possible long term rise in sea level. 

No mitigation measures necessary. Deepwater Wind has 
designed the Project to account for site-specific 
oceanographic and meteorological conditions within the 
Project Area.  

Geologic Resources No geologic or shallow hazards identified. 

Minor, short-term, and localized disturbance to 
the marine sediments and terrestrial soils during 
construction activities.  

Potential impacts on existing telecommunication 
cables. 

Project facilities sited to avoid shallow hazards.  

Jet plowing, horizontal directional drilling (HDD) techniques 
and use of dynamically positioned (DP) vessels to install 
the Project cables will minimize sediment disturbance and 
alteration.  

Deepwater Wind had designed cable crossings to avoid 
impacts on the operating telecommunication cables. If 
necessary, crossing agreements will be negotiated with 
cable owner-operators prior to construction. 

Onshore facilities primarily located along existing rights-of-
way and in currently developed areas. 

Construction areas will be returned to pre-conditions. 

Water Quality and 
Water Resources 

No effect to groundwater or surface water 
resources are anticipated from onshore facilities. 

Temporary sediment disturbance during 
construction activities will result in minor, short-
term, and localized increases in total suspended 
solids (TSS) near WTG foundations and along 
submarine cable corridors. 

Low risk of hazardous spill during construction 
and operation. 

Low risk of frac-out during HDD activities. 

Onshore facilities primarily located along existing rights-of-
way and in currently developed areas. 

Jet plowing, HDD techniques, and use of DP vessels to 
install the Project cables will minimize sediment disturbance 
and alteration.  

Deepwater Wind will require all construction and operation 
vessels to comply with regulatory requirements related to 
the prevention and control of spills and discharges. 
Deepwater Wind will prepare a Project specific Spill Control 
and Response Plan prior to construction and operation to 
further minimize risk. 

Deepwater Wind will develop an HDD Contingency Plan for 
the Inadvertent Releases of Drilling Fluid prior to 
construction to further minimize the risk associated with a 
frac-out. 

Air Quality Minor short-term air emissions from vessels used 
during construction, operation, and 
decommissioning.  

Project could effectively displace the diesel-fired 
generators that are currently used to power the 
Block Island and their associated air emissions 

No measures necessary.  

Project will result in overall air quality benefits. 
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Table ES-1 Potential Impacts and Avoidance, Minimization, and Mitigation Measures 

Resource Potential Impacts Avoidance, Minimization, and Mitigation Measures 

Benthic Resources Minor, short-term, localized disturbance to 
benthic habitat from WTG installation and cable 
laying activities. 

Minimal permanent alteration of habitat 
associated with the five WTGs and the targeted 
use of additional cable protection (max of 2.25 
acres [0.99 hectares]).  

WTG foundations may provide a minor beneficial 
impact by providing artificial hard substrate that 
may attract some sessile benthic encrusting 
species. 

No impacts from electromagnetic fields (EMF) 
due to cable design and burial depth. 

The Project has been sited within the Renewable Energy 
Zone to minimize potential impacts on natural resources.  

Cable routes and WTGs have been sited to avoid impacts 
on potentially sensitive benthic communities including 
eelgrass beds and hard bottom habitats. 

Jet plowing, HDD techniques, and use of DP vessels to 
install the Project cables will minimize sediment disturbance 
and alteration.  

Deepwater Wind has committed to conducting a one-year 
pre-construction and a one-year post-construction ventless 
trap survey to provide a site-specific assessment of the 
local lobster community in Project Area. Data will support 
the further evaluation of both the construction and 
operational effects of the Project on the local lobster 
community. 

Deepwater Wind is currently funding a liaison to facilitate 
communication with the fishing industry.  

Finfish Resources Minor, short-term, localized disturbance to 
benthic habitat used by finfish from WTG 
installation and cable laying activities. 

Minimal permanent alteration of habitat 
associated with the five WTGs and the targeted 
use of additional cable protection (max of 
2.25 acres [0.99 hectares]). 

Temporary sediment disturbance during 
construction activities will result in minor, short-
term, and localized increases in total TSS near 
WTG foundations and along submarine cable 
corridors. 

WTG foundations may provide a minor beneficial 
impact by providing additional habitat for some 
structure-oriented species.  

Minor short-term impacts from underwater noise 
generated during pile driving. 

No impacts from EMF due to cable design and 
burial depth 

The Project has been sited within the Renewable Energy 
Zone to minimize potential impacts on natural resources.  

Cable routes and WTGs have been sited to avoid direct 
impacts on important habitats such as eelgrass and hard 
bottom substrates known to be used by some finfish 
species throughout various lifestages. 

Jet plowing, HDD techniques and use of DP vessels to 
install the Project cables will minimize sediment disturbance 
and alteration.  

Deepwater Wind will implement techniques such as soft-
starts to minimize impacts on finfish resources during pile 
driving activities.  

Deepwater Wind has committed to conducting a 5-year 
trawl survey (2 years pre-construction and 3 years during 
operation) in the Project Area to further assess the local 
finfish community. Data will support the further evaluation of 
both the construction and operational effects of the Project 
on the local finfish community. 

Deepwater Wind is currently funding a liaison to facilitate 
communication with the fishing industry.  

Essential Fish 
Habitat 

Minor, short-term, localized disturbance to 
habitats used by marine species from WTG 
installation and cable laying activities. 

Minimal permanent alteration of habitat 
associated with the five WTGs and the targeted 
use of additional cable protection (max of 2.25 
acres [0.99 hectares]). 

Temporary sediment disturbance during 
construction activities will result in minor, short-
term, and localized increases in total TSS near 
WTG foundations and along submarine cable 
corridors. 

Minor short-term impacts from underwater noise 
generated during pile driving. 

No impacts from EMF due to cable design and 
burial depth 

The Project has been sited within the Renewable Energy 
Zone to minimize potential impacts on natural resources.  

Cable routes and WTGs have been sited to avoid direct 
impacts on important habitats such as eelgrass and hard 
bottom substrates known to be used by some marine 
species throughout various lifestages.  

Jet plowing, HDD techniques and use of DP vessels to 
install the Project cables will minimize sediment disturbance 
and alteration.  

Deepwater Wind will implement techniques such as soft-
starts to minimize impacts on finfish resources during pile 
driving activities.  
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Table ES-1 Potential Impacts and Avoidance, Minimization, and Mitigation Measures 

Resource Potential Impacts Avoidance, Minimization, and Mitigation Measures 

Marine Mammals 
and Sea Turtles 

No Level A Harassment from construction or 
operation of the Project. 

Minor short-term impacts from Level B 
Harassment due to temporary increases in 
underwater noise levels during construction 
activities (e.g., pile driving). 

Low risk of impacts from hazardous spill or 
marine debris during construction and operation. 

No impact anticipated during operation from loss 
of habitat or forage. 

The Project has been sited within the Renewable Energy 
Zone to minimize potential impacts on natural resources.  

Vessels will follow National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration (NOAA) guidelines for marine mammal strike 
avoidance. 

Deepwater Wind will employ visual monitoring and 
mitigation measures as directed by NOAA Fisheries permits 
for pile driving during construction. Impact avoidance and 
minimization measures may include shut-down procedures, 
marine mammal monitoring protocols, and use of soft-starts 
during pile driving.  

Deepwater Wind will require all construction and operation 
vessels to comply with regulatory requirements related to 
the prevention and control of spills and discharges.  

Deepwater Wind will prepare a Project specific Spill Control 
and Response Plan prior to construction and operation to 
further minimize risk. 

Terrestrial Wildlife Minor and short-term disturbance or 
displacement during construction.  

Minimal permanent alteration of habitat during 
operation due maintenance of cable rights-of-way 
(maximum of 3.1 acres [1.25 hectares]).  

Use of HDD during construction to minimize potential 
impacts on shoreline habitats. 

Onshore facilities primarily located along existing rights-of-
way and in currently developed areas. 

The vast majority of the cable right-of-way will be returned 
to pre-construction conditions with no need for permanent 
vegetation maintenance. 

Avian and Bat 
Species 

Short-term and minor impacts during construction 
and operation to food resources for foraging 
avian species; water depths generally too deep to 
affect sea duck foraging.  

Short-term and minor potential impact on 
shoreline habitats. 

Minimal potential for avian and bat mortality due 
to collision with WTGs during operation. 

The Project has been sited within the Renewable Energy 
Zone to minimize potential impacts on natural resources.  

Area with the least potential for impacts on avian and bat 
species was siting criteria during selection of final location 
for WTG Array.  

WTGs represent a small percentage of air space available 
for migration. 

Deepwater Wind has reduced the number of WTGs from 
eight to five.  

Use of HDD during construction to minimize potential 
impacts on shoreline habitats.  

Onshore facilities primarily located along existing rights-of-
way and in currently developed areas. 

Deepwater Wind has committed to pre- and post- 
construction beached bird surveys on southern Block 
Island. 

Deepwater Wind has committed to vessel based acoustic 
monitoring of bat activity during construction. 

Deepwater Wind has committed to ship-based bird 
monitoring focused on displacement of migrating and 
foraging birds. 

Deepwater Wind has committed to nocturnal bird flight and 
collision monitoring focused on nocturnal migrant activity 
and collision rates at select WTGs. 

Endangered and 
Threatened Species 

No terrestrial or avian threatened or endangered 
species identified during field surveys.  

Minor, short-term impacts similar to those 
described for terrestrial species, avian and, bat 
species, benthic and finfish species, marine 
mammals and sea turtles. 

Avoidance, minimization, and mitigation measures are 
similar to those described for terrestrial species, avian, bat 
species, benthic and finfish species, marine mammals and 
sea turtles. 
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Table ES-1 Potential Impacts and Avoidance, Minimization, and Mitigation Measures 

Resource Potential Impacts Avoidance, Minimization, and Mitigation Measures 

Acoustic 
Environment 

Minor, short-term and localized impacts on 
surface-level noise during construction and 
operation.  

Underwater noise impacts on marine species as 
described for fish, marine mammals, and sea 
turtles. 

Pile driving activities will occur during daylight hours 
starting approximately 30 minutes after dawn and 30 
minute prior to dusk unless a situation arises where ceasing 
the pile driving activity would compromise safety (both 
human health and environmental) and/or the integrity of the 
Project. 

HDD activities will be limited to daylight hours unless a 
situation arises where ceasing the HDD activity would 
compromise safety (both human health and environmental) 
and/or the integrity of the Project. 

In-noise from onshore HDD activities will be mitigated, as 
necessary, using a four-sided noise wall. 

Avoidance, minimization, and mitigation for underwater 
noise as described for marine mammals, sea turtles and 
finfish. 

Marine Cultural 
Resources 

No documented National Register of Historic 
Places (NRHP)-listed or NRHP-eligible sites 
within the Project Area. 

No archaeologically sensitive or potentially 
eligible sites were identified by the site-specific 
surveys within the footprint of Project facilities.  

The Project has been sited within the Renewable Energy 
Zone to minimize potential impacts on important resources. 

Deepwater Wind engaged the Narragansett Indian Tribe 
and the Wampanoag Tribe of Gay Head (Aquinnah) in 
marine survey protocol design, execution of the surveys, 
and interpretation of the results. 

Deepwater Wind will implement an Unanticipated Discovery 
Plan that will include stop work and notification procedures 
to be followed in the event that a submerged cultural 
resource is encountered during installation. 

Terrestrial 
Archeological 
Resources 

The BIWF will not result in any direct effects to 
NRHP-listed archaeological sites.  

One previously unknown site identified as 
potentially eligible for listing in the NRHP on 
Block Island, the Harbor Pond Site. 

Deepwater Wind engaged the Narragansett Indian Tribe 
and the Wampanoag Tribe of Gay Head (Aquinnah) in 
terrestrial survey protocol design, execution of the surveys, 
and interpretation of the results. 

Deepwater Wind will implement an Unanticipated 
Discoveries Plan for construction that specifies stop work 
and notification procedures in the event a site of potential 
cultural significance is encountered during construction. 

Deepwater Wind will conduct a Phase II archaeological 
survey to further evaluate the identified site and make 
recommendations to federal and state agencies about the 
significance and eligibility of archaeological and traditional 
cultural properties. 

Aboveground 
Historic Resources 

No direct impacts on NRHP-listed or potentially 
eligible aboveground historic properties.  

Minor long-term indirect impacts on seven 
NRHP-listed historic properties on Block Island 
from the alteration of historic views from Project 
facilities. 

The Project has been sited within the Renewable Energy 
Zone to minimize potential impacts on important resources. 

The WTGs are located as far as possible offshore, while 
still remaining in state territorial waters and Renewable 
Energy Zone.  

Deepwater Wind has reduced the number of turbines from 
eight to five and will install WTGs with a uniform design, 
speed, height, and rotor diameter.  

The white or light-grey color (less than 5 percent grey tone) 
of the turbines generally blends well with the sky and water 
context and eliminates the need for daytime Federal 
Aviation Administration (FAA) warning lights or red paint 
marking of the blade tips. 

U.S. Coast Guard (USCG) warning lights at the base of the 
towers will have a maximum visible range of 4.6 mi 
(7.4 km). 

Deepwater Wind will evaluate the technical and financial 
feasibility of radar-controlled/aircraft-activated FAA lights to 
reduce nighttime visual impacts. 
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Table ES-1 Potential Impacts and Avoidance, Minimization, and Mitigation Measures 

Resource Potential Impacts Avoidance, Minimization, and Mitigation Measures 

Visual Resources Impacts from the Project on the Rhode Island 
mainland are unlikely. 

Minor long-term impacts on select views on Block 
Island from WTGs. 

The Project has been sited within the Renewable Energy 
Zone to minimize potential impacts on important resources. 

The WTGs are located as far as possible offshore, while 
still remaining in state territorial waters and the Renewable 
Energy Zone.  

Deepwater Wind has reduced the number of turbines from 
eight to five and will install WTGs with a uniform design, 
speed, height, and rotor diameter.  

The white or light grey color (less than 5 percent grey tone) 
of the turbines generally blends well with the sky and water 
context and eliminates the need for daytime Federal 
Aviation Administration (FAA) warning lights or red paint 
marking of the blade tips. 

USCG warning lights at the base of the towers will have a 
maximum visible range of 4.6 mi (7.4 km). 

Deepwater Wind will evaluate the technical and financial 
feasibility of radar-controlled/aircraft-activated FAA lights to 
reduce nighttime visual impacts. 

Although the Visual Impact Assessment concluded that no 
additional visual mitigation is required, Deepwater Wind has 
indicated a willingness to consider additional financially 
reasonable and technically feasible mitigation measures.  

Marine Uses  Short-term and minor impacts during construction 
associated with temporary displacement of 
fishing, recreational and tourism activities.  

Minor long-term impacts on marine navigation 
during operation in the vicinity of the WTG Array. 

The Project has been sited within the Rhode Island 
Renewable Energy Zone to minimize potential impacts on 
important resources.  

The operational phase Project footprint occupies a 
relatively small (di minimus) portion of the available fishing 
and boating area in Rhode Island Sound and Block Island 
Sound.  

Deepwater Wind does not propose any operational phase 
vessel exclusions around the WTGs or other areas of the 
Project.  

Cables will be buried at a target depth of 6 ft (1.8 m) below 
the seafloor to avoid interactions with fishing gear and/or 
anchors. 

Deepwater Wind will implement a comprehensive 
communication plan during construction to inform 
commercial and recreational fishermen, mariners, and 
recreational boaters of construction activities and vessel 
movements. Communication will be facilitated through a 
Project website, public notices to mariners and vessel float 
plans, and a fisheries liaison. 

Deepwater Wind will submit information to the USCG to 
issue Local Notices to Mariners (LNMs) during offshore 
installation activities. 

Deepwater Wind has established designated construction 
vessel traffic routes, construction standby areas, and work 
areas.  

WTGs will be marked and lit with both USCG and FAA 
approves navigational aids. The WTG located in the center 
of the Array will also include a sound signal. 

Deepwater Wind is currently funding a liaison to facilitate 
communication with the fishing industry.  
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Table ES-1 Potential Impacts and Avoidance, Minimization, and Mitigation Measures 

Resource Potential Impacts Avoidance, Minimization, and Mitigation Measures 

Land Use Minor and short-term impacts from clearing and 
grading during Project construction. 

Minor visual impact at onshore recreational areas 
on Block Island. 

Onshore facilities primarily located along existing rights-of-
way and in currently developed areas.  

HDD will help to avoid disturbance to shoreland areas and 
tidal wetlands.  

Construction associated with cable landings and onshore 
facilities will not be completed in the summer months to 
avoid peak the tourist season. 

Additional avoidance, minimization, and mitigation 
measures are similar to those described for visual 
resources. 

Transportation Minor and short-term disruptions to marine 
transportation from offshore construction 
activities. 

Minor and short-term disruptions to onshore 
transportation from road closures and increased 
land-based traffic during installation of onshore 
facilities. 

Minor long-term impacts marine navigation and 
aviation during operation in the vicinity of the 
WTG Array. 

The Project has been sited within the Rhode Island 
Renewable Energy Zone in an area that avoids heaviest 
vessel traffic and designated shipping lanes.  

Deepwater Wind will prepare a Traffic and Transportation 
Plan to minimize vehicle traffic impacts during construction. 

Deepwater Wind has established designated construction 
vessel traffic routes, construction standby areas, and work 
area to minimize potential impacts on mariners. 

Deepwater Wind will implement a comprehensive 
communication plan during construction to inform 
commercial and recreational fishermen, mariners, and 
recreational boaters of construction activities and vessel 
movements. Communication will be facilitated through a 
Project website, public notices to mariners and vessel float 
plans, and a fisheries liaison. 

Deepwater Wind will submit information to the USCG to 
issue LNMs during offshore installation activities. 

Construction associated with cable landings will be onshore 
facilities will not be conducted during the summer months to 
avoid peak the tourist season. 

WTGs will be marked and lit with both USCG and FAA 
approves navigational aids. The WTG located in the center 
of the Array will also include a sound signal. 

Socioeconomics 
and Environmental 
Justice 

Benefits to local and regional economies from job 
creation during construction and operation. 

No environmental justice communities affected 
by the Project. 

No avoidance, minimization, or mitigation measures 
necessary due to the net socioeconomic benefit from the 
Project. 

Human Health and 
Safety 

Potential health and safety hazards related to 
marine and land-based construction.  

Potential health and safety hazards related to 
marine and terrestrial operation.  

No impacts from EMF. 

Low risk of impacts from hazardous spill or during 
construction and operation. 

The Project has been sited within the Renewable Energy 
Zone to minimize potential impacts on natural resources 
and human uses.  

Deepwater Wind has designed the BIWF and BITS facilities 
to account for site-specific environmental conditions in the 
Project Area.  

Deepwater Wind is committed to carrying out its business 
activities with a primary focus on health, safety, and well-
being of its employees, contractors, third parties, and the 
general public.  

Deepwater Wind will develop an overall a health and safety 
plan prior to construction of the Project and will ensure that 
all contractors and third parties perform their work in 
accordance with the overall plan and their own specific 
health and safety plans. Deepwater Wind will develop a 
similar plan for the operations phase of the Project. 
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Table ES-1 Potential Impacts and Avoidance, Minimization, and Mitigation Measures 

Resource Potential Impacts Avoidance, Minimization, and Mitigation Measures 

Human Health and 
Safety 

(continued) 

 Workers will receive training in health, safety, and 
emergency response prior to commencing work on the 
Project.  

Deepwater Wind will develop a communications plan during 
construction to inform the general public and commercial 
and recreational fishermen, mariners, and recreational 
boaters in particular of construction activities and vessel 
movements. Communication will be facilitated through 
maintaining a Project website and submitting LNMs and 
vessel float plans, as appropriate, to the USCG. 

Deepwater Wind will require all construction and operation 
vessels to comply with regulatory requirements related to 
the prevention and control of spills and discharges. 
Deepwater Wind will prepare a Project specific Spill Control 
and Response Plan prior to construction and operation to 
further minimize risk. 

 

 




